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We are building a sustainable settlement in the rainforest of Ecuador and we need help. A
few yearsago, a few of us ecology, economics, and business graduatesinded a

nonprofit organizdon called Third Millennium Alliance. We raised some money and

bought a lot of land in a criticallgndangered rainforeanhd established an ecological

reserve. There was a small patch of previcdglgraded land right in the middle, where we
have built a innovativeand surprisingly comfortablesearch station out of bamboo, by
hand. Immediately surrounding the house we are designing/growing/building a living
laboratory of sustainable resource management (i.e. permaculture). Our goal is 100% food
seltsuficienc 'y wi t hi n 10 reyneaygbe 5% ofdhe waly there, Thiwis &lso a
testing ground for appropriate technology, such ashefigrid renewable energy, water
treatment and management, organic pesticide production, etc. With the nearby ctygnmuni
we are experimenting with reforestation ofeattle pasture and ed¢ourism alternatives.
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Summer Internship Program: Help from interns has been a big part of our success so far,
but there isa lot more work to be done. Although omtérnship program is open year
round,this yearwe are putting together a speciafr@®nth summer progranihe first

monthwill be spent familiarizing yourself with the tropical climate, the Bamboo House
research station, the production system, the foaest,the community. An introductory
course to permaculture and tropical agroforestry will be given by a trio of instructors
American, Ecuadorian, and Cuban. You will also get your hands dirty rightiaway
harvesting sermwild oranges and bananas in thewdforest, tending to the seedlings in the
nursery, preparing solyuilding a clay oven as a groygroducing chocolate from home
grown cacao, harvestirand processing coffee by haett;. Once you have a feel for the
system, you will need to choose ydtnmary Project, whichsa k i n t o a fAt hesi s,
practical naturel-or your Primary Project,ou will design something, construct it, and

write anoperating manual for it. Or, if it is a forestry or biology project, you will design the
protocol andind and record the datnd publish a reparPast projects include a slow sand
water filtration systenbutterfly inventoryrocket stove, tree nursery, renewable energy
feasibility analysis, worm compost systeterraced ornamental garden, andhort im
documentary, among others.

A b
I



Ideas for future projectsinclude:

e passive solar heating for water

o forest carbon/biomass inventory of sample plots

e beekeeping/honeyproduction system

e medicinal herb garden

e edible mushroom propagath

e photo inventory of native flora

e micro-enterprise with the local community

e signs and infrastructure for an interpretive trail through the rainforest
e constructing a greenhouse

The Beach:lt is also importanto mention that this is eoastalrainforest, ust 7 miles from
the Pacific OcearnTlhere are spectacular beached planty oflittle surf towns to explore
during weekends and efiime.

Who: The ideal interngre undergraduate and graduate students or recent grads looking for
handsonexperience. Ecolgy, biology,agriculture, angngineeringstudents are obvious
choices, but students of business or social sciences or any other area of study are just as
welcome.The program ishowever Jimited to four interns.

Spanish: Spanish speaking skills are megjuired but are extremely helpful, and people
who can communicate Spanish will be given preference

Amenities/Food Full room and board are offered in tBamboo House, which despite the
fact that it is in the middle of the forest, is quite comfoldédlbeds with good mattresses

and mosquito netting, kitchen and shower and a bathroom with a spectacular view of the
river valley, 10 hammocks strung along the balcony and the living andawaterfalls right

in our backyardWe eat fresh and local anddithy and abundantly, with little to no meat.



Cost: Forthoseon a tight budget, there isFairdraising $holarshipoption, through which

you can reduce your costs to zero. Otherwise, you will be asked to cover basic expenses
(about $10/day there is nacheaper way to explore Ecuador for a few montieg below

to learn about the Fundraising Scholarship option.

Employme nt Opportunities: We are on the loclout for a future manager of the reserve
and/or intern coordinator, so there is the possibilitpaifl employment down the line.

When: The official dates are June 1August 1 of 201Q although there is a lot of
flexibility herei any two month period that starts as early as lhédy and ends as late as
September % can be accommodated.

Why: Our reserve (called thdamaCoaque Reseryés part of the ChoecdManabi

Biological Corridor, which is designated as one of the mostiverse and endangered
ecosystems on earth. Only 2% of native forest remains in coastal Ecuador, and we are
trying to presere the last of it. That is our regional objective. Our global objective is to

help prepare the future leaders of the sustainability movement. We consider ourselves the
vanguard, and we want to share this opportunity and experience with others, so tlaat you c
go back home or to other parts of the world and spearhead your own projects. This is what
the global community needs and still lacks




Breakdown of Cost: The total cost for 2 months $0Q in exchange for full room and

board in the raiforest and gractical education itropicalpermaculture in one of the most
biologically diverse and endangered ecosystems in the world, and at the same time
supporting sustainable development in a rural community of EcuBapmentneed to be

made in dvance. If for some reason you are already in Ecuador and can pay us in cash, the
cost is only the aforementioned $600. Otherwise, you will have to make a donation through
our U.S. fiscal sponsor (International Humanities Center), which charges us 18%o for
donationg a fee that we are not happy about but cannot avoid. We ask that you cover this
expense as well ($60). So, unless paid to us in cash, the cost comes out to $660. This can be
made by check or online with credit card or Paypal, and igéalxctible. We will send you

the address and payment instructions once we

Fundraising Scholarship: One option to reduce or eliminate this cost is to offset it through
fundraising. We can provide you with a certified lettemirour organization stating your
interest in joining the summer intern program under scholarship, and together we can seek
private donations to cover the cost. Every donation that you direct to Third Millennium
Alliance will offset your cost by that exactrmunt. For donors, this represents an

investment in a future leader of the global movement to steer our planet onto a sustainable
coursel a worthwhile investmentin mamye opl eds eyes

Travel: This is your responsibility. Flights from the US to Ecuabiawe beersurprisingly
cheapthsyeai somet i mes in the |l ow $400s. Fly to Qu
the reserve.




Howto Apply: Just send us an email and tell us about yoursathio ut your interests and
experienceand ack gr ound. No resumes, pl ease. Just a
dialogue from there. Send emails to Jerry Totealy@ 3malliance.orginder the subject

headi ng #fASUMMER ForbdditeRaNiEdmhati®n, you can visit our website
atwww.3malliance.org

We hope to get a chance to meet yougmadly and work alongside you.

Sincerely,

Bryan Criswell, Isabel Davila & Jerry Toth
Directors, Third Millennium Aliance

Jama, Ecuador

www.3malliance.org




